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Collaborative Research 
Actions TimelineThe Belmont Forum

Established in 2009, the Belmont Forum is a 
partnership of funding organizations, 
international science councils, and regional 
consortia committed to the advancement of 
transdisciplinary science. Forum operations are 
guided by the Belmont Challenge, a vision 
document that encourages:

International transdisciplinary research providing 
knowledge for understanding, mitigating and 
adapting to global environmental change.
 
Forum members and partner organizations work 
collaboratively to meet this Challenge by issuing 
international calls for proposals, committing to 
best practices for open data access, and providing 
transdisciplinary training. To that end, the 
Belmont Forum is also working to enhance the 
broader capacity to conduct transnational 
environmental change research through its 
e-Infrastructure and Data Management initiative.
 
Since its establishment, the Belmont Forum has 
successfully led over 19 calls for proposals, 
supporting over 165 projects and thousands of 
scientists and stakeholders, representing over 90 
countries (data for this report excludes CRAs from 
2023 and 2024 which projects are not yet 
reporting). Themes addressed by Collaborative 
Research Actions have included Freshwater 
Security, Coastal Vulnerability, Food Security and 
Land Use Change, Climate Predictability and 
Inter-Regional Linkages, Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services, Arctic Observing and Science 
for Sustainability, and Mountains as Sentinels of 
Change. 
 
The work of the Belmont Forum is only made 
possible by the generous contributions of its 
funding organizations. The following pages report 
where and how member financial investment is 
being distributed. 

2012 Coastal - Coastal Vulnerability 
Freshwater - Freshwater Security

2013 Food - Food Security and 
Land Use Change

2014
Arctic I - Arctic Observing and 
Research for Sustainability 
Biodiversity I - Scenarios of 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services

2015
Climate - Climate Predictability and 
Inter-Regional Linkages
Mountains - Mountains as Sentinels 
of Change

2016
T2S - Transformations 2 Sustainability
Nexus - Food-Water-Energy Nexus / 
Sustainable Urbanisation Global 
Initiative

2017 Biodiversity II - Scenarios of 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services II 

2018

Oceans - Transdisciplinary Research 
for Ocean Sustainability 
SEI  - Science-driven e-Infrastructure 
Innovation for the Enhancement of 
Transnational, Interdisciplinary and 
Transdisciplinary Data Use in 
Environmental Change

2019

CEH - Climate, Environment and Health 
DR3 - Disaster Risk, Reduction and 
Resilience
Artic II - Resilience in Rapidly Changing 
Arctic Systems

2020
Pathways - Transdisciplinary Research 
for Pathways to Sustainability
Soils - Towards Sustainability of Soils 
and Groundwater for Society

SSCP - Systems of Sustainable 
Consumption and Production 
Migration - Integrated Approaches to 
Human Migration/Mobility in an Era 
of Rapid Global Change

2022



Fund for Science, Technology and Innovation (FONSTI)
Funding Allocation

Investing in Science

€69 k

2019 CEH
€69 k

FONSTI has invested in 1 of 19 
Collaborative Research Actions (CRAs). 
Within this CRA, FONSTI has co-funded 1 
project. Through its support of the 
Belmont Forum, FONSTI has been able to 
leverage €69 k contributions against  
€795 k from partner contributions.
Diagrams on this page are produced 
based on data provided by Strategic 
Program for Scientific Research (PASRES), 
FONSTI’s previous name.

FONSTI Funding Leverage

FONSTI is one of four other funders that have contributed to
FONSTI-supported projects. By combining with other funders, FONSTI
contributions were leveraged by 11x.

€69 k
FONSTI
contributions

€795 k
Combined 
contributions

Financial data accurate as of February 2024.



Impact Story

A workshop in Burkina Faso led the 
Ministry of Health and community 
health volunteers to integrate 
heat-related messages into 
routine outreach.

Women and their support networks 
reported improved understanding of 
heat effects and mitigating practices.

Findings cited in UNICEFʼs Beat the 
Heat report (2024).

Health workers increased 
understanding of heat risk 
management and interventions to 
improve working conditions.

How Findings 
Are Being Applied

How Transdisciplinary Science Is Helping 
Mothers and Babies Survive in Extreme Heat

CRA: Climate, Environment, and Health (CEH 1)
This CRA supported research on how climate and environmental changes affect human 
health.  It aimed to generate scientific evidence to inform public policy and strengthen 
community resilience. Nine projects were selected. The funders supporting this call 
include FAPESP (Brazil), NSTC (previously MoST), FONSTI (previously PASRES), AKA 
(Finland), RCN (Norway), Forte (Sweden), TÜBİTAK (Türkiye), Met (United Kingdom), 
UKRI (United Kingdom), NIH (USA), NOAA (USA), NSF (USA), and USDA NIFA (USA).

CHAMNHA – 
Climate, Heat, and 

Maternal and 
Neonatal Health in 

Africa

CHAMNHA studied the impact of extreme heat on 
pregnancies and newborns in Kenya and Burkina Faso.  
Using both data analysis and community engagement, the 
project co-designed locally relevant solutions to reduce 
health risks. This project was funded by Forte (Sweden), 
NSF (USA), RCN (Norway), and UKRI (UK).

Project Findings

• Heat is linked to higher rates of 
preterm birth, low birth weight, and stillbirth.

• Women report fatigue anxiety—but limited 
access to care—during heatwaves.

• Cultural and economic barriers worsened 
risk in the countries studied.

• Awareness campaigns improved maternal 
hydration and breastfeeding knowledge.

Participants
Consortium Lead: Matthew Chersich, Wits (South Africa) and R. Sari Kovats,  LSHTM (UK).
Partners: See project description for the full list of participants. 

Discover more impact stories at belmontforum.org/impact

https://belmontforum.org/archives/projects/climate-heat-and-maternal-and-neonatal-health-in-africa

https://belmontforum.org/impact/
https://belmontforum.org/archives/projects/climate-heat-and-maternal-and-neonatal-health-in-africa


Belmont Forum Impact

Discover more about our impact at belmontforum.org/Impact

http://belmontforum.org/Impact

